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S. THE UNITED STATES HAS CLEAR AND CONVIN 
THAT SOVIET CLAIMS 0? HAVING WITHDRAWN SIX 
AFGHANISTAN ARE SHAM AND DECEPTION. WHAT 
-!AVE DONE IS TO REMOVE SOME UNNE3DED UNITS 
?THERS FOR THE PURPOSE OF WITHDRAWAL SO TB 
J MILITARILY USEFUL TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN 
JNG HANGED, 

?. IN HIS JULY 2S SPEECH AT VLADIVOSTOK, 
ANNOUNCED, CUOTE: 

I. "BEFORE THE END OF 1935, SIX REGIMENTS 
EGIMENT, TWO MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS, A 
NIIAIRCRAFT REGIMENTS— WILL EE RETURNED F 
lO THE HOMELAND, WITH THEIR AUTHORIZED EQU 
i.FMS. THESF UNITS WILL RETURN TO THEIR AR 
PERMANENT DEFLCYMFNT IN THE SOVIET UNION A 
'AY THAT ALL THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED CAN 
lEIS." (END QUOTE) THE SOVIET DEFENSE MIN 
•NNCUNCEB THAT THE WITHDRAWAL WOULD BE COM 
■ND CF OCTOBER 1985. SOVIET MILITARY SFCK 
-.EPEATEDLY SPECIFIED THAT THE UNITS BEING 
ziU IN AFGHANISTAN FOR YEARS. 
;. WHAT THE SOVIETS HAVF DONE IS MERE DE 
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TO WITHDRAW — HAD DEPARTED FOR THE .SOVIET UNION 

28. AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, THE SOVIETS 
HAT THE WITHDRAWAL HAD BEEN COMPLETED. 
REGIMENT. THE TREATMENT OF SOVIET TANKS IN 
N WAS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT. THE TANK REGIMENT 
AT SHINDAND, THE ONLY SUCH REGIMENT IN 
N, WAS ALSO OF LITTLE MILITARY VALUE TO THE 
IT WAS A SEVERELY UNDERSTRENGTH UNIT WITH ONLY 
NORMALLY SOVIET TANK REGIMENTS HAVE A 
CF OVER 80 TANKS. IT EAS NOT BEEN HEAVILY 
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a: a newly prepare: garrison not jar from ire aeghan 

DORTER. 

15. NOTORIZED RULE RESIDENTS (M.RRS): THE MRRS 
REPRESENT TRE V CST EXTENSIVE SOVIET EEECRI AI DECEPTION. 
0? ALL THE UMTS CITED 5Y GORBACHEV, ONLY THE MOTORIZED 
RULE REGIMENTS ARE IMPORTANT EOR MILITARY OPiRATIONS 
AGAINST TRE MUJAHIDIN. PUT WEILS IRE SOVIETS INCLUDED 
S r JCR MILITARILY USETUL rllNDS 0? FORCES IN ORDER TO 
PRESENT A CREDIBLE WITHDRAWAL PACKAGE, TtiEY DID NCT *AN. 
TO DAMAGE THE MILITARY EFFECTIVENESS OF SOVIET FORCES IN 
AFGHANISTAN. IN ORDER TO ACCOMODATE TRI.SL CONIRADICIOR : 
GC-AI.S TH? SOVIETS SIMPLY PRCUGHT IN NEW UNITS. THUS ECTH 
r l Tr.P MOTORI 7 ED RIFLE REGItM-EMS TKAl *IIR.DR£* *'/Rt UMTS 

£ EC EFT 
P.OK *£ STATE 339652 

1RAT HAD ARRIVED IN AFGHANISTAN ASTER GORBACHEV'S SPEECH . 
17. ON JULY 29, TKF DAY AFTER GORBACHEV'S VLADIVOSTOK 
SPEECH, THE SOVIETS BEGAN TO BRING LARGE AMOUNTS OF 
CCMBAT EQUIPMENT INTC AFGHANISTAN THfiCUGE URMEZ IN THE 
EAST AND KUSHKA IN TKF WEST. SOON AFTER, THE SOVIETS 
CONSTRUCTED FACILITIES FOR ADDITIONAL TROOPS AT SEINDAND « 
ANT KUNDUZ. IN TKF LAST WEEK OF AUGUST ELEMENTS OF A NEW * 
MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENT EEGAN TO ARRIVE IN KUNDUZ. IN 
IHE VEST, BY TEE END CF THE MONTE, A NEW MOTORIZED RIFLE 
REGIMENT HAD ARRIVED IN SHANDAND. 

IE. THESE NEW UNITS MOVED INTO AREAS OF TEE SOVIET BASES 
NORMALLY OCCUPIED BY THE MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS WE ICE 
*ERE GARRISONED THERE. THE ORIGINAL MOTORIZED RIFLE 
REGIMENTS HAD MOVED OUT OF GARRISON FOR DEPLOYMENT IN ThE 
COUNTRYSIDE. TRF REGIMENT FROM SEINDAND DEPLOYED CLCSF 
EY. THE iCUMTJZ REGIMENT CAMPED NEAR A FORMER SOVIET 
BIVOUAC 16 MILES NORTH CF TEF KUNDUZ GARRISON. BOTH 
REGIMENTAL SUPPORT ELEMENTS UMTS REMAINED IN THE 
Z PRISON'S, EU 71 MOVED 0?1 TO THE SID.- TO MAi\E ROO" IOR TRE 
„Ea UNITS. CONTINUED PRESENCE OF SUPPORT ELEMENTS WAS A 
GOOD INDICATION THAT THE ORIGINAL UNITS WOULD RETURN — TO 

THEIR ORIGINAL PARKING PLACES. 

19, THE NEWLY INTRODUCED MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS *ERE 
EAR DIFFERFNT IN EQUIPMENT FROM THE UNITS ORIGINALLY 
cIATTGNED AT TEISl GARRISONS. SPECIFICALLY, THE NEWLY 
INTRODUCED REGIMENTS HAD TOWED ARTILLERY, AS CONTRASTED 
WITH SE1F-PPCPILLED ARTILLERY. IN ADDITION, TEE NEW 
UNITS DID NOT HAV TRACKED ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS, 
CALLED BMPS, USED BY BOTH ORIGINAL REGIMENTS AT SHINDAND 
AND XUNDUZ. INSTEAD, THEY HAD WHEELED VEHICLES CALLED 
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BTRS. IN FACE CASE, TWO OF TEE THREE MOTORIZED RIFLE 
BATTALIONS IN TEE NEWLY INTRODUCED UNITS WERE EQUIPPED 
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■*I7K TRUCKS. TO OPERATE EFFECTIVELY AND TO PROTECT 
TROOPS FROM MUJAHIDIN ATTACKS, THE SOVIETS HAL PREVIOUSLY 
-*EN FORCED TO RFFLACE TRUCKS IS ALL MOTORIZED RIFLE 
REGIMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN EXCLUSIVELY * I T H ARMORED 
} FFSCN'NFL CARRIERS. 

Zl. IN SEPTEMBER, THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NE* NOTORIZED 
'IILF REGIMENTS WAS COMPLETE. THE- SOVIETS THEN HAL 14 
\RRS IN AFGHANISTAN, AS CONTRASTED *ITH THE 12 IN COUNTRY 
HFOPF THE GORBACHEV SPEECH, THE REGIMENTS IDENTIFIED 
FCR WITHDRAWAL BFGAN TO PREPARE FOR TEF PUELIC WITHDRAWAL 
CiRE v CNIES. REVIEWING STANDS WERE CONSTRUCTED AND UMTS 
WIRE DEPLOYED TC SECURE THE WITHDRAWAL ROUTES. 
";1. FY OCTOBER 10, THE SHINDANL REGIMENT WAS REHEARSING 
■'. PARADE FORMATION, CIRCLING THEIR DEPLOYMENT AREAS. BY 
Ci-f-*?? 17, f.f ADDITIONAL HTRS ARRIVED AT Shi NDAND . _ 
^t.lII. NI'a ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS LARGELY REPLACED * : F 

T"'Jc:'F: r :i??Fr battalions that had efln brought in 

*ARLIER SO THAT THE RESULT IMG UN US *CULL APPEAR MCPr 

"IKE THE ORIGINAL NOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS THAT WERE 
■RING HIDDFN OUTSIDE THE GARRISON. ON OCTOBER 17, THE 
NOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENT AT SHINDANL WAS ON IIS *AY NORTH. 

22. ON OCTOBER 22, THE REGIMENT FROM SHINDAND ARRIVED AI 
•:USK?A IN THE SOVIET UNION. IT WAS, HOWEVER, LACKING THE * 
ADDED RTFS WHICH HAD BEEN INSERTED ONLY FOR THE DEPARTURE " 
PARADE AT SHINDAND. THE REGIMENT ARRIVING IN THE USSR 

RAD TWO TRUCK-BORNE BA1TADI0NS. 

23. ALSO BY OCTOBER 22, THE OLD MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENT 
•ROM SHINDAND HAD BEGUN TO RETUPN TC ITS GARRISON, WITH 

IS CHARACTERISTIC TRACKED ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS AND 
SiLF PROPELLED ARTILLERY. THE SUPPORT ELEMENTS HAD NEVER 

SECRET 
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GONE FAR FROM THEIR GARRISON PARKING AREAS. 
2*. SIMILARLY, THE NEWLY INTRODUCED KUNDUZ REGIMENT WAS 
;LSC BEFFED UP WITH 42 WHEELED BTRS PRIOR TC ITS 
DEPARTURE PARADE OK OCTOBER 17. BY OCTOBER 21, THE NEW 
RFGI V ENT HAL ARRIVED AT TERMEZ, IN THE SOVIET UNION. AS 
WAS THE CASE FOR THE SHINDAND UNII, THE REGIMENT 
WITHDRAWN FROM KUNDUZ ALSO LOST IIS ADDITIONAL BTRS 
EEICRI IT ARRIVED IN THE SOVIET UNION, CLEARLY THE 
i^MOF^D PERSONNEL CARRIERS WERE TOO VALUABLE TO TAKE OUT 
CI AFGHANISTAN. ALSO, BY OCTOBER IB, THE MOTORIZED RIFLE 
REGIMENT CRIGINAILY STATIONED IN KUNDUZ HAD BEGUN TC 
RETURN TO ITS GARRISON. 

25.. TFTS SERIES OF EVENTS LEAVES US AT THE END OF 
Cr^OB^R, WHEN THE SOVIETS ANNOUNCED THE *ITHDRAW'AD WAS 
CONFUTED. ALL THAT HAS HAPPENED IS THAT TEE SOVIETS 
WITHDREW UNNEFPED, USELESS UNITS, PLUS UwITS NEWLY 
INTRODUCED FROM CENTRAL ASIA. 
25. INDEED, REPORTERS AT THE WITHDRAWAL CEREMONIES AT 
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SEINDAND NOTED MANY CENTRAL ASIAN IRCCPS AMONG THOSE 
PREPARING- TO DEPART. TEE CENTRAL ASIAN TROOPS *EC WERE 
IN THE INITIAL INVASION FORCE WERE WITHDRAWN SEVERAL 
YSARS AGO AND CENTRAL ASIANS NOV REPRESENT ONLY A SMALL 
FRACTION 07 SOVIET TROOPS IN AFGHAN ISTAN . THAT IS MORE 
EVIDENCE THAT THE UNITS WITHDRAWN WITH SUCH SHOW WERE 
NEWLY INTRODUCED. 

27. PREVIOUS SOVIET DECEPTION. PHIS IS NOT THE FIRST 
ilME THAT TEE SOVIETS HAVE PRACTISED DECEPTION IN STAGING 
A WITHDRAWAL OR REDUCTION OF FORCES. IN AFGHANISTAN IN 
19t2, THE SOVIETS ANNOUNCED THE WITHDRAWAL OF SOME TROOPS 
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. ivERAL *EE l 'S PEFGRE THE MOSCOW OLYMPICS. THESE TRCCPS, 
NUMBERING ABOUT 5,2^e, TURNED OUT 10 BE FORCES UNSUIIED 
TO AFGHAN TERRAIN AND TO ANTI-GUERRILLA OPERATIONS. EVEN 
AS THE UNWANTED FORCES WERE BEING WITHDRAWN, NEW AND MOPE 
"SEFUL UNITS WERE BEING INTRODUCED, AND THE .TOTAL NUMBER 
vF SOVIET FORCES SCON RETURNED TO THE PRE-WITEDRAWAL 
NUMBER. 

2b. THE CHARACTER OF TEE SOVIET OCCUPATION OF 
AFGHANISTAN WOULD NOT HAVE CHANGED EVEN IF THEY PULLED 
OUT THE PROMISED SIX REGIMENTS. TAN£S ARE NOT VERY 
USEFUL IN AFGHANISTAN, AIR DEFENSE IS COMPLETELY 
UNNECESSARY, SINCE THE MUJAEIDIN DO NOT HAVE AN AIR 
~CRCE. EVFM REMOVAL OF TWO MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS OUT 
;F TWELVE WOULD NOT HAVE REPRESENTED A MAJOR CHANGE. EUT 
LOSS OF THE LATTER WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ENTIRELY 
CCST-FREF, SO DESPITE THE PUBLIC PROMISE, THE SOVIETS 
Klrl THEM IN AFGHANISTAN. 

— . WHY A SFA y ? THE SOVIETS' UNWILLINGNESS TO WITHDRA* 
MILITARILY SIGNIFICANT ASSETS FROM AFGHANISTAN TELLS US 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT. CONTRARY TO THEIR ASSERTIONS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES AND EAC£ HOME IN THE USSR, THE 
SOVIETS APPARENTLY DC NOT FEEL SECURE ENOUGH TO GIVE UP 
ANY REAL FIGHTING- FORCES. THE POLITICAL ArlEAL OF THE 

DBA IS NOT GROWING AND, DESPITE OVERWHELMING NUMERICAL 
AND LOGISTICAL SUPERIORITY, SOVIET AND rlABUL REGIME 
FCRCFS ARE NOT DEFEATING THE MUJAHIDIN. 
32. CHRONOLOGY OF SOVIET WITHDRAWAL FROM AFGHANISTAN 
JULY: 12 SOVIET MOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN. 
JULY 26 GORBACHEV SPEECH AT VLADIVOSTOK PROMISES 
WITHDRAWAL OF 1 TANK, 2 MOTORIZED hllllS, AND 3 AIR 

SECRET 
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DEFENSE REGIMENTS "WITH THEIR AUTHORIZED ECuIPMlNT AND 
ARMS." 

EARLY AUGUST: TWO MRRS MOVE FROM USSR INTO AFGHANISTAN . 
TVO MRRS AT ICUNDUZ AND SHINDAND DFFART GARRISONS. 
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AUGUST: TWO NEW Y;RRS ARRIVE IN £UNIUZ AM 
SONS, EQUIPPED WITH TCVED ARTILLERY, FTRS A 
S. NOTE: NC SOVIET VERS IN AFGHANISTAN SC 
EPTFMtFR: 40 TANKS ARRIVE FROM USSR AT SKI 
REGIMENT, BRINGING TOTAL TAN£S TO o2. 
CTOPFP: WITHDRAWAL CF UNITS 1EGIN, INCLUDI 
RAWING KRRS DEPART GARRISONS WITH FTRS, RUT 
SR WITH TRUCKS. 

OCTOBER: SOVIETS COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL CF 3 . 
SE V 1 TANK, AND 2 NOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS 
NAL V .RRS FROM rUNDUZ AND SHINDAND RETURN TC 
SONS. 
VIFT NOTORIZED RIFLE REGIMENTS IN AFGHANIST. 
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